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Roman de Fauvel
Music and Corruption in Paris at the Court of Philip the Fair 
1300-1315
The Roman de Fauvel is an early fourteenth-century satirical verse romance ascribed to Gervais de Bus, a dignitary of the court of Philip IV the Fair, King of France. By exploiting the metaphor of a donkey – Fauvel – who had become a king thanks to a caprice of Fortune, the Roman represents a harsh critique of the corruption of both the royal court and Catholic church, and was banned as heretic and seditious. The ban did not hinder its success, however: after its publication (around 1310-14) it was soon grafted with musical works composed in a variety of both monophonic and polyphonic styles. These included some of the most elaborate motets of the French Ars nova attributed to the poet, composer and diplomat Philippe de Vitry. 
The Seminar will address the complex intermedial relations between text, image and sound implied by the celebrated illuminated copy of the Roman de Fauvel, the manuscript Fr. 146 of the Bibliothèque National of Paris; and it will consist in master-classes, lectures and workshops by three of the main experts in the field: Benjamin Bagby, founder and director of the ensemble Sequentia, Margaret Bent and Anna Zayaruznaya (eminent musicologists at the Universities of Oxford and Yale).
The Fondazione Giorgio Cini –  with the contribution of the Fondation Concordance and the Foundations Irma Merk, and L. & Th. La Roche (Basle, Switzerland) – will grant full scholarships to all active

participants.
Scholarships
Active participants must be professional or semi-professional young soloist singers specialized in medieval repertories. Scholarships will cover their lodging (in the Residence of the Vittore Branca Center), board (excluding dinners), and travel (in economy class up to 700 Euro, to be agreed with the Secretariat). Applicants must send to the Secretariat (musica.antica@cini.it), within July 10th, 2017, the following material: 
- detailed CV;
- link to a video recording of a soloist interpretation of two late-medieval pieces 
(NB: upload to a public or private channel is recommended, in order to share the link).
Upon request and approval, the seminar is open to listeners.
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