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LE STANZE DEL VETRO
A joint project of the Fondazione Giorgio Cini and Pentagram Stiftung
Venice, Island of San Giorgio Maggiore 

16 February 2016, 9.30 am
International Conference 
Paolo Venini and His Furnace 
The conference aims to provide a portrait of the enlightened, creative entrepreneur ahead of the exhibition “Paolo Venini and His Furance” due to open in the STANZE DEL VETRO next autumn
The enlightened, creative entrepreneur Paolo Venini (1895-1959) is the subject of an international conference to be held on 16 February 2016 at the Fondazione Giorgio Cini. Co-ordinated by the Glass Study Centre, the conference will give a foretaste of the themes in the STANZE DEL VETRO autumn exhibition, Paolo Venini and His Furnace, due to run on the island of San Giorgio from 11 September 2016 to 8 January 2017.

A great orchestrator and shrewd manager of his company, Paolo Venini was highly cultivated and interested in both contemporary artistic developments and international market demands. Especially in the 1950s, he was not only a entrepreneur but also engaged in designing. In fact he conceived several series of glass items with the aid of the design department in the glassworks. 
The speakers at the conference will focus on the collaboration with new Italian and foreign designers, enlisted by Paolo Venini as early as the mid-1930s. In reconstructing the history of the Murano furnace, the conference highlights one of Paolo Venini’s key intuitions: the modernisation of the company catalogue by introducing new, elegant and strikingly simple product lines, while making the most of the technological and craft traditions.

After some welcoming remarks by Luca Massimo Barbero, director of the Fondazione Giorgio Cini Institute of Art History, Rosa Barovier Mentasti will introduce the themes of the conference and situate Paolo Venini in the Murano context of the “Rio dei Vetrai”. Howard Lockwood will then illustrate the major American exhibitions in the 1950s and Venini’s relations with Ken Scott and Charles Lin Tissot. Kaisa Koivisto will end the morning session by analysing the relationship between Venini and Scandinavian glass.

The afternoon session will be opened by Nico Stringa, who will discuss the ferment in the visual arts in Venice at the time of Paolo Venini and especially the involvement of Carlo Scarpa, Mario De Luigi and Riccardo Licata. Tobia Scarpa will focus on memories of his relationship with Paolo Venini and Massimo Vignelli, characterised by dialogue and constant creative exchanges. Valerio Terraroli will then explore the relationship between Paolo Venini, Gio Ponti and the company called Il Labirinto, as well as analyse the works produced in the second post-war period, when a new bourgeois taste spread through relations between Milan and Venice.

The day will end with a paper by Marika Bogren on the Swedish ceramicist Tyra Lundgren, celebrated for her humorous “bestiary”.

The Glass Study Centre 
Created in 2012 as part of the STANZE DEL VETRO project and installed in the Fondazione Cini Institute of Art History, the Glass Study Centre is committed to the regular acquisition, cataloguing and preservation of various holdings of art documents and the historical archives of Venetian Murano glassmakers. Mainly consisting of drawings, designs, correspondences, documentation, product catalogues, press cuttings and photographic reproductions, these unusual, very rare materials are now historic, artistic and academic reference resources not only for researchers and glass enthusiasts, but also for the purposes of setting up courses in collaboration with schools and universities. Recently several archives of contemporary artists who have worked on Murano have been digitised, including those of Ginny Ruffner, Peter Shire and Emmanuel Babled, while a large collection of drawings by Dino Martens for the Aureliano Toso glassworks is now also in digital form. Begun in 2014, the vital work of processing and making available online the preserved materials is continuing with the recently acquired rich Vinicio Vianello Archive and the Seguso Vetri d’Arte Archive, of which the Glass Study Centre holds more than 20,000 drawings, over 25,000 period photographs and various other materials.

The creation and continually use of a General Archive of Venetian Glass has led to the involvement of the Centre in the systematic exchange of publications, acquisitions and donations for its specialised library and in the organisation of workshops and conferences. 
The Glass Study Centre Archive and Library are open to the public by appointment,  Monday to Friday: 9.30 am – 1 pm / 2pm – 5 pm. 
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