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Wednesday, 9 March 2016


The Squero: a new auditorium for music in Venice on the Island of San Giorgio Maggiore


The 200-seat concert hall will be unveiled on 23 April with the first in a series of six concerts featuring the complete Beethoven string quartets, organised in collaboration with the Quartetto di Venezia and Asolo Musica 
Today the Fondazione Giorgio Cini held a press presentation of its new venue for music in Venice: the Squero auditorium on the island of San Giorgio Maggiore. The building of former boat repairs yard has been converted into this stunning modern auditorium, thanks to the design of architects Cattaruzza and Millosevich and the financial support of the Provveditorato Interregionale per le Opere Pubbliche del Veneto, Trentino Alto Adige, Friuli Venezia Giulia and the Fondazione Virginio Bruni Tedeschi. Audiences will be able to admire the remarkable new concert hall giving directly onto the lagoon from 23 April 2016, when the first of six concerts will be performed by the Quartetto di Venezia in collaboration with Asolo Musica. In the series, the Venetian-based quartet will play the complete string quartets by Ludwig van Beethoven (23 April, 21 May, 25 June, 17 September, 22 October and 19 November 2016).


The Squero building dates back to the mid-19th century. Its design was inspired by great Venetian architecture and was mainly modelled on the Arsenale shipyards for the design, materials and functional layout. At the same, thanks to its position, it dialogues with the earlier customs storehouse (now Ex Convitto), which in turn was inspired by the warehouses of the Dogana della Salute. The building was converted by the Venetian architects Cattaruzza and Millosevich Architetti Associati. Having previously designed the interiors of the Ex Convitto and been responsible for guaranteeing the security of the “Swimming Pool” on the island of San Giorgio Maggiore, the architectural practice designed and carried out the work in continual accord with the Venice Cultural Heritage Department. In this way the interior was converted (around 260 sq m for the hall and 50 sq m for the service rooms) and refurbished as a modern 200-seat concert hall. 

Thanks to its exceptional acoustics and wonderful position giving directly onto the lagoon, the Squero on the Island of San Giorgio Maggiore is a unique venue combining music and a splendid view. In fact, in front of the audience and behind the musicians, the plate glass windows become a natural backdrop with a remarkable lagoon vista, thus providing audiences with the unique experience of a “waterfront” concert. 

“The Fondazione Giorgio Cini – explains Secretary General Pasquale Gagliardi -  previously did not have a venue specifically for music and specially designed for live concerts. Since the Foundation has three music institutes (the Institute of Music, the Institute of Ethnomusicology and the Vivaldi Institute), and that performing music is equally important as research in the Foundation's cultural policy, I had always considered the lack of a proper concert hall to be serious drawback.

The rooms we have traditionally used are the Sala Arazzi, which has good acoustics, the Teatro Verde (it requires amplification), and the Palladian refectory with its conducive atmospheric created by Veronese's Wedding at Cana, which depicts not only a banquet and miracle, but also a concert with the leading painters of the period as musicians. But unfortunately the acoustics are difficult to balance. In the Squero, even before the conversion, the acoustics were surprisingly good. The first to notice this was Pedro Memelsdorff, the director of our early music seminars and after he pointed it out to me, the project to convert the Squero became our latest (for the moment!) obsession. The result has entirely repaid our efforts.”
The restoration of the Squero is a perfect example of public-private collaboration. The funds for the conversion were partly provided by the Provveditorato Interregionale per le Opere Pubbliche del Veneto, Trentino Alto Adige, Friuli Venezia Giulia and partly in the form of a donation from the Fondazione Virginio Bruni Tedeschi, a foundation named after the son of the composer Alberto Bruni Tedeschi (the Fondazione Giorgio Cini preserves his personal archive in the Institute of Music).

The Fondazione Enzo Hruby was also involved, since it designed the latest-generation integrated security system, thus continuing its commitment since 2009 to guarantee the security of the Fondazione Cini buildings and heritage. 

The project is thus an important part of the overall redevelopment plan for the architectural complex on the island of San Giorgio Maggiore, begun ten years ago by the Fondazione Cini in keeping with its statutory commitment to redevelop and maintain the island.

The Squero will officially open to the public in April: 23 April 2016 will see the first in a series of six concerts featuring the complete string quartets by Ludwig van Beethoven (23 April, 21 May, 25 June, 17 September, 22 October, 19 November 2016), performed by the Quartetto di Venezia. 
Entirely made up of Venetians, the Quartetto di Venezia has a worldwide reputation for its refined performances, and is considered by many experts to be one of the finest Italian string quartets. Moreover, the quartet has always been committed to initiatives promoting concerts of a high standard in Venice. And in fact the Beethoven cycle is part of the goal to set up a long-term project aimed at creating a permanent series of concerts by string quartets in Venice. 

Ticket office information: 

Tickets: €25

Concessions: €10, for students under 26 only
Seats are not allocated
Ticket sales online at www.asolomusica.com
Info: info@asolomusica.com 

Tel: 0423 950150

Press information:

Elena Casadoro

Fondazione Giorgio Cini

tel. +39 041 2710280
fax +39 041 5238540
stampa@cini.it
www.cini.it/press-release
The Squero: historical notes
The construction of the Squero, a typical boat repair yard for rowing vessels, can be dated to sometime between 1830 and 1879, thanks to historical land registries. The documents reveal that the boatyard was recorded in the Austro-Italian registry (1879), but not in the Austrian registry (1830) or the previous Napoleonic one. When the Squero was being built, the nearby Customs House storeroom had already been completed (Ex Convitto, now an exhibition centre). Situated at a right angle to the dock, the structure of this latter building was explicitly inspired by the warehouses of the Dogana della Salute. At least thirty years later, the construction of the Squero was also inspired by great Venetian architecture, since it was modelled on the Arsenale shipyards for the design, materials and functional layout. 

The Squero underwent a series of restoration works in the 1950s. This resulted in the yard no longer being an open structure as originally designed and its functional layout was radically changed with the inclusion of doors (now removed), which blocked the views.  The recent conversion designed by Cattaruzza and Millosevich has totally recovered the interior space of the 19th-century building: all the interior divisions have been removed; the arches have been reopened in the façades; and the walls on the short sides have been eliminated. The roof has been rebuilt and the Marseille tiles replaced by traditional Venetian pantiles.

The Squero: description of the project 
Reversibility and recognisability of the newly created parts are the basic principles in the redevelopment project: the new parts have been conceived to match the historic boatyard, fully respecting the original structure. The whole project was drafted in collaboration with the Cultural Heritage Department, especially as regards the search for solutions that would produce a “dry” construction and make the new structure clearly distinguishable from the existing building and the restored historic part of the building. Hence the decision to create a new space inside the perimeter of the building. The solution not only respects the appearance of the historical building but protects all the new external surfaces forming the interior space of the concert hall. 

The aim of the redevelopment project was to create a 200-seat auditorium: the surface area taken up by the concert hall is around 260 sq m, while there are another 50 sq m of service rooms and a mezzanine to be used for technical purposes of around 30 sq m. The new hall has a perimeter band containing the conduits of the service installations, perfectly incorporated and concealed. All the materials employed in the construction – such as the marine plywood for the wall cladding – are extremely durable and the set of installed components meets all the needs for easy overall management.  

Project details 
Client: Fondazione Giorgio Cini onlus

Architects: Arch. Fabrizio Cattaruzza - Studio Cattaruzza e Millosevich

Structural engineer: Enzo Magris
Fixtures:  Studio Tecnico Associato Multimpianti

Contractors:  impresa SIRCO srl (construction work) - Dumasca (carpentry) FIEL (fixtures) - Umbra Control (security) and other contractors (glass, woodwork)

Financiers: Provveditorato Interregionale per le Opere Pubbliche del Veneto -Trentino Alto Adige - Friuli Venezia Giulia,  Fondazione Bruni Tedeschi and Fondazione Giorgio Cini 

Time required: around one year from the date permits were obtained
Structures: the whole shell was designed inside the historic building and rests on five oak trusses. The trusses also support a steel structure including part of the floor and the wall structures. The floor is completed by larch beams (14 x 16 cm section and centre-to centre of 50 cm) and boards, 3 cm thick, screwed from the top. The floor of the mezzanine is made of corrugated sheets, covered by a layer of soundproof, inflammable high-density polyurethane resin and two cross-laminated MDF panels, 15 mm thick, with a top covering of linoleum. 
External infills: marine plywood panels, 20 mm thick, covered by Aquapanel sheets, 12 mm thick, fastened to a purpose-built galvanised steel structure, in turn anchored to the steel load-bearing structure of the wall.

Internal infills: second support structure with plywood panel, 20 mm thick, covered with a plasterboard sheet. 

Glazing: extra-clear crystal glass resting on frames concealed in the flooring and the upper part of the walls. The windows are juxtaposed and sealed with no vertical frames.

Doors and windows: made with Ferrofinestra-type sections chosen for their lightness and similarity to the existing 1950s metal windows.  Skylights are opened by a double electric motor, the sections are again painted galvanised Ferrofinestra type. The internal doors are white lacquered blind hinged doors, full length, flush with the wall. There are also two sliding doors separating the cloakroom area from the entrance.
Accessibility: the new Squero has no architectural barriers and is completely accessible.
Venice, Island of San Giorgio Maggiore

Auditorium “Lo Squero”

The Complete Beethoven String Quartets 
QUARTETTO DI VENEZIA

23 April 2016

L. V. Beethoven: Quartet in D major op.18 no. 3

L. V. Beethoven: Quartet in F major op.18 no. 1

L. V. Beethoven: Quartet in A minor op.132

21 May 2016

L. V. Beethoven: Quartet in E minor op .59 no. 2 “Rasumovsky”

L. V. Beethoven: Quartet in A major op.18 no. 5

L. V. Beethoven: Grosse Fuge op.133

25 June 2016

L. V. Beethoven: Quartet in E flat major op.74 “Harp”

L. V. Beethoven: Quartet in C minor op.18 no. 4

L. V. Beethoven: Quartet in B flat major op.130

17 September 2016

L. V. Beethoven: Quartet in G major op.18 no. 2

L. V. Beethoven: Quartet in F minor op.95 “Serioso”

L. V. Beethoven: Quartet in C sharp minor op.131

22 October 2016

L. V. Beethoven: Quartet in E flat major op.127

L. V. Beethoven: Quartet in C  major op.59 no. 3 “Rasumovsky”

19 November 2016

L. V. Beethoven: Quartet in B flat major op.18 no. 6

L. V. Beethoven: Quartet in F major op.59 no. 1 “Rasumovsky”

L. V. Beethoven: Quartet in F major op.135

Practical information: 

Tickets: €25

concessions: €10, for students under 26 only

Seats are not allocated
Ticket sales online at www.asolomusica.com
Info: info@asolomusica.com 

Tel: 0423 950150
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