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LE STANZE DEL VETRO
A joint project of Fondazione Giorgio Cini and Pentagram Stiftung

Venice, Island of San Giorgio Maggiore

10 April - 30 July 2017
Ettore Sottsass: The Glass
Curated by Luca Massimo Barbero

On the occasion of the 100th anniversary of the birth of Italian architect Ettore Sottsass, the forthcoming exhibition of LE STANZE DEL VETRO will celebrate his glass and crystal production with 200 works on display – mostly from the Ernest Mourmans collection – many of which on show for the first time
For the 100th anniversary of the birth of Ettore Sottsass (1917 – 2007) LE STANZE DEL VETRO will celebrate his glass production with the exhibition Ettore Sottsass: The Glass, curated by Luca Massimo Barbero, Director of the Institute of Art History of Fondazione Giorgio Cini. Featuring 200 works, many of which on show for the first time, it will be the first exhibition dedicated entirely to the Italian architect’s glass and crystal production. The exhibition set-up design is by Annabelle Selldorf Studio. 
Ettore Sottsass: The Glass will run on the Island of San Giorgio Maggiore, in Venice, from 10th April to 30th July 2017. The show will be complemented by a catalogue raisonné, published by Skira.
‘Sottsass’s glass pieces are complex organisms, designed as if they were characters’ says Luca Massimo Barbero, the curator of the exhibition. ‘The artist-architect breaks through the technical boundaries of the objects using materials such as glass, plastic and polycarbonates and brings them to life. They are beings made of many elements that create a lively yet imaginary world. Ettore Sottsass: The Glass is an exhibition that brings Murano glass into the present with a vitality that projects it into the future.’
Sottsass had contacts with the Island of Murano already in the 1940s, when he presented some glass pieces at the 1948 Venice Biennale. But it was only in the 1970s that Sottsass fully experimented with the potential of glass with the series he produced for the Vistosi glassworks. Subsequently, after the foundation of the Memphis group (1981), he designed unique glass sculptures with the collaboration of the craftsmen of the Toso glassworks. On this occasion he introduced the use of chemical glue, challenging the centuries-old tradition of Murano glass. He also worked for Venini, designing magnificent lamps as well as decorative objects with no real practical use, showing sophisticated color combinations by superposing different layers of glass.

At the end of the 1980s, Sottsass also began to experiment with other techniques not in use in Murano and produced glass pieces together with industrial companies such as Alessi, Baccarat, Egizia, Fontana Arte, Serafino Zani and Swarovski, where he encountered both the precision of industrial glass and the centuries-old tradition of crystal glass.

The exhibition will feature 200 works, among which those produced in collaboration with the research center Cirva in Marseille, where in 2002 Sottsass designed the Kachinas series, inspired by the Pueblo votive dolls by the same name.
The exhibition Ettore Sottsass: The Glass will be complemented by a scientific catalogue, which will become a reference for scholars wishing to carry out further research on this topic. The catalogue will be published by Skira and will include contributions by Luca Massimo Barbero, Cristina Beltrami, Francoise Guichon and Marino Barovier.
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Useful information:
Production:

Fondazione Giorgio Cini and Pentagram Stiftung
Title:


Ettore Sottsass: The Glass
Curator:

Luca Massimo Barbero
Dates:


10th April 2017 – 30th July 2017
Open:


10am – 7pm, closed on Wednesdays 
Venue:


LE STANZE DEL VETRO, Fondazione Giorgio Cini

Address: 

Island of San Giorgio Maggiore, Venice

Ticket office:

Free admission
Catalogue:

Skira

Info: 


info@lestanzedelvetro.org, info@cini.it
Web:


www.lestanzedelvetro.org, www.cini.it 

How to reach LE STANZE DEL VETRO:
To reach the Island of San Giorgio Maggiore you can take the Actv vaporetto (water bus) no.2 to the San Giorgio stop from various starting points: 

San Zaccaria (journey time approx. 3 minutes) 

Railway station (approx. 45 minutes) 

Piazzale Roma (approx. 40 minutes) 

Tronchetto (approx. 35 minutes) 
For further information:
Fondazione Giorgio Cini 
stampa@cini.it 
T: +39 041 2710280 
www.cini.it
LE STANZE DEL VETRO
press@lestanzedelvetro.org
T: +39 041 5230869
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