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Manifesto for Venice:

nine international experts put forward

a series of proposals for the city and its lagoon
The fourteen-point document is a long-term strategic plan for the preservation and development of Venice, generated by the debate in a workshop held by the Fondazione Giorgio Cini to mark the fiftieth anniversary of the flood of 4 November 1966
Nine leading international experts from disciplines such as economics, ecology, politics, tourism and town planning have signed a Manifesto for Venice, an important programmatic document for use by citizens and administrators. The document consists of fourteen suggestions for safeguarding the lagoon city and guaranteeing its future. The promoters exchanged and developed ideas during the workshop on Sustainability of local commons with a global value: the case of Venice and its lagoon, held at the Fondazione Giorgio Cini on 4-5 November 2016 to mark the fiftieth anniversary of the 1966 flood and aimed at analysing Venice's problems and finding feasible, practical solutions. 

The Manifesto is the result of the workshop debate and identifies firstly the problems that Venice must tackle (the seemingly inexorable decline in resident population, the rising tourist flow, the threat posed by large cruise ships passing through the city, and the changes to the lagoon morphology). In the international experts’ opinion, these problems are compounded by shortcomings in their political management due to an inadequate system of governance. 

The heart of the document, however, is a series of proposals based on two main pillars: on one hand, the implementation of a long-term strategy to simultaneously ensure the city’s preservation and development; and, on the other, the possibility of adopting as models other cities, such as Amsterdam, Bruges and Barcelona, which have to tackle similar problems, but bearing in mind Venice's unique nature from the environmental, historical and cultural point of view. 

The international experts’ recommendations consist of 14 points touching on the following aspects: completion of the work on Mose (the mobile sea barrier); the drafting of a strategic plan also involving the natural environment; a fresh approach to the city considered as a local commons to generate new solutions in mobilising international support; overcoming the old dichotomy between historic centre and mainland; the introduction of a new policy so that tourists contribute to the costs of managing and safeguarding the city and its ecosystem; investments for the new generations. As regards governance and boosting the number of residents in the city, the group of experts suggests the creation of a “national authority for Italian Heritage of Humanity cities” and a “Greater City of Venice”, instead of the current “Metropolitan City”.

The Manifesto has been signed by Bonnie Burnham, President Emerita, World Monuments Fund; Joan Busquets, Urban Planner, Harvard University; Charles Landry, Urbanologist and Writer; Simon Levin, Ecologist, Princeton University; Yves Mény, President, Scuola Universitaria Superiore Sant’Anna, Pisa; Charles Perrings, Environmental Economist, Arizona State University; Greg W. Richards, Professor of Leisure Studies, Tilburg University; Richard Sennett, Sociologist, London School of Economics; and Pier Vellinga, Climate Impact Scientist, Wageningen University.
The Manifesto can be downloaded at: www.cini.it
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