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Abstract

The article presents a comparative case study on Hungarian traditional and
digital media narratives linking new national mythologies to the cultic and
apocalyptic milieu. It focuses on those imaginary elements that refer to other-
wotldly, pre-human, and/or extraterresttial beings that play an essential role
in the ethnogenesis and eschatological narratives of various interrelated new
mythologies of nationalistic, religious, spiritual, conspiracist, and alternative
(pseudo-/ para-)scientific envitonments, as seen through their representations
in the media. How do these elements (originating from ancient mythologies
and contemporary global popular culture) znzerfere with national ideologies and
religious beliefs? The main questions are how these “ancient and apocalyptic
aliens” play an active role in the reinvented origin stories of the Hungarian
nation, and whether they intetlink the beginnings and the millennial views of
the future.

His sacred mission: to erase the Roman Empire,
establish the Heavenly kingdom from one ocean to the
othery His sacred instrument: the Heavenly sword.

The Mission of our king Attila (Miklés Szedlacsik)

Raving (hi)stories?
Back in early spring 2017, while preparing a paper on alien-related beliefs
(and apocalypticism) for a conference dedicated to the topic of the stranger,
a couple of days before the academic event I stumbled upon an advertise-
ment' from the Hungatian Open Academy of the PPH (Problem Prevention
International Holding for Competence Development, Coaching and Leader
Training). The ad offered a free introductory course on lifestyle enhancement
and self-management. The video course demo came with a stunning title:
“Intervention from Heaven: Heavenly ‘technical’ help for our King Attila”
superimposed on a colourful picture (Fig, 1) of a futuristic megalopolis with
skyscrapers, space jets, and a giant planet lurking among the purple clouds. I
was shocked, confused, and nevertheless curious. But alas, the video was avail-
able only upon registration, after receiving a code sent by e-mail by the secre-
tary of the Open Academy. I didn’t receive my reply until after the conference.
Thus, in my paper I had to deal with this promising piece of information as
an inexorable mystery left only to my guesswork. However, the video lived up
to my expectations even after the conference had ended. An entire mythology
unfolded in it, rich with teachings on morality, present and past depravity of
society, angelic beings of higher and lower spiritual vibration frequencies living
in the inner spaces of the Earth, mysterious lost continents and civilisations,
extra-terrestrial aliens and spacecrafts, the hidden and forbidden prehistory of
the Magyar (Hungarian) peoples all over the globe, the sacred eschatological
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ATTILA KIRALYUNK (£

EGIEK ALTALI "TECHNIKAI" SEGITSEGE

Fig. 1. “Intervention from Heaven — Heavenly ‘technical” help for our King Attila,” article illustration (http://

nyiltakademia.hu/hu/tudas-coach-kepzes-szedlacsikmiklos-tanoda-problempreventionholding-pph-hunortrade-

boldogelet).

mission of Hungarians to save and heal the wotld under the guidance of the
heavenly guardians, and of course, among these, the heavenly technical help
provided for King Attila of the Huns in his historical task of eradicating the
rotten evil Roman empire. I saved the link to the video for later study.?

As might be presumed from this introductory anecdote, the aim of
this study is to present and interpret beliefs regarding extra-terrestrial alien
interventions in the (pre)history and (eschatologic) future of Hungar-
ians, as they appear in new national mythologies in the context of the
contemporary cultic milieu of vernacular religiosity, alternative prehis-
tory, ethnopaganism, New Age spirituality, UFO lore, conspiracy mental-
ity, apocalyptic discourses, and secular millennialism. The question arises
still as to how it is even possible to link these seemingly unrelated fields
and topics. They do not even form part of the mainstream culture, and
many might consider them irrelevant fringe beliefs, ravings, and nonsen-
sical curiosities. Why study them, why bother with them at all? The fact
is, they are neither as irrelevant, nor as fringe, nor as ridiculous, and not
even as unrelated to each other as they may seem. To various extents, these
motifs all deeply permeate different segments of contemporary popular
culture, often intersecting and ovetlapping each other.” They constitute an
extensive, multifaceted, and very complex eclectic, syncretic contemporary
mythology. Tabloids and social media have their own considerable contri-
bution to the formation of this global neomythology.*

By using the term “mythology” I have not the slightest intent of
making a statement about the validity and truth values of their content;” it
simply refers to the fact that these are narratives that describe and explain
reality for their adherents. Mythology presents itself as a key term in
approaching the topic under discussion, because it implies, beyond the
narrative lines, a well-defined structure, a common archetypal scheme,
comparable symbolic figures and categories.” Myth analysis provides one
of the best ways to study how certain motifs and topics emerge, resur-
face, change, and come to dominate given world views and attitudes. As a
researcher of contemporary mythologies, myth hermeneutics is offering
me a helping hand to arrive at an unbiased interpretation of very sensitive
national discourses.

The mythological approach allows us to perform an objective study
of the Hungarian new national mythology. Impartiality and objectivity are
essential, especially taking into account the fact that academics themselves
play an important part in these modern myths: they are often seen as evi/
antagonists plotting to suppress the truth about the real origin, identity, and
predestination of the nation.”

Laszlo-Attila Hubbes

2
In the meantime, the video disappeared from its orig-
inal hyperlink, and so did the initial ad. Thus, the link
in the footnote above leads to the present website of
the Open Academy. The video is now available here:
Szedlacsik Miklés, “Attila kiralyunk kildetése” (The
mission of our King Attila), in YouTube Channel Szed-
lacsik Miklds Nyilt Akadémia vezetdje, 29th March 2017,

accessed 2th September 2022, h rtps [ JAVAVAVA )outube

See Adrian Ivakhiv, “Occult geographies, or the prom-
ises of spectres: Scientific knowledge, political trust,
and religious vision at the margins of the modern,”
in Orphens’ Glance: Selected Papers on Process Psychology:
The Fontareches Meetings, 2002—2017, ed. Paul Stenner
and Michel Weber (Louvain-la-Neuve: Les Editions
Chromatika, 2018), 115-44, 116.

4
For the definition and discussion of neomythology
see the section below.
5

As Hexham and Poewe put it, the essence of a myth
is not its rational validity or trueness, but its function:
“What makes a story a myth is not its content, as the
rationalists thought, but the use to which the story is
put. The success of the myth depends upon the belief
of people in the truth of the story and the relevance
of the way it interprets their social reality. Questions
of historic, philosophic, or any other verifiable truths
are unimportant in the creation of mythologies. What
matters is the power of myths to inspire belief and to
enable believers to make sense of their experience.”
See Irving Hexham and Karla Poewe, Understanding
Cults and New Religions (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans,
1986), 25-26, accessed 3rd April 2023, https://www.
academia.edu/987663/Understanding Cults and
New_Religions. According to Arvidsson myth, as

opposed to science, offers a sentimentally livable
world model; Stefan Arvidsson, “Aryan mythology as
science and ideology,” Journal of the American Academy
of Religion 67, no. 2 (1999): 327-54, accessed 3rd April

2023, https://www,jstor.org/stable/1465740.

6
Agnes Kapitiny and Gabor Kapitany, “A modern
mitolégiak elemzésének kérdései” (Questions related
to the analysis of modern mythologies), Replika 80
(2012): 9-27.

7

See the closing citations of this study.
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8
To cite just one example: Geoffrey Stephen Kirk,
Myth: Its Meaning and Functions in Ancient and Other
Cultures (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1970).

9

Kapitany and Kapitany, “A modern mitolégidk,” 12.

10
All translations from Hungarian are by the author.
In some longer, rather difficult cases I have used the
help of the www.Deepl..com/Translator, accessed 3rd
April 2023 (free version).

11
Kapitany and Kapitany, “A modern mitolégiak.”

12

Itis important to note here that in the Hungarian new
national mythologies, adherents position themselves
against and emphasise their opposition towards the
official teachings of the Hungarian Academy of
Sciences, especially in the fields of history, prehistory,
linguistics, and ethnology. This means the total rejec-
tion of belonging to the Finno-Ugric language family
and total denial of any ethnogenic liaisons with pres-
ent or historical Uralic or Siberian peoples. Instead,
the central thread of the different mythic narrative
variants is woven around the Turanic (Turkic) nature
of the Hungarian nation, with a historical continuity
from the Sumerians through the Scythians, Parthians,
Huns, Avars to the Magyars, topped with a multi-mil-
lennial continuity (of as much as 40,000 years) in the
Carpathian Basin.

13
Kapitany and Kapitany, “A modern mitologiak.”

14
Toannis Xidakis, “Neomythology: A new religious
mythology,” Religions 13, no. 6 (2022): 536, https://
doi.org/10.3390/rel13060536, making reference to
Hexham and Poewe, Understanding.

15
Xidakis, “Neomythology,” 6.
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Old and new mythologies

Before turning to the presentation of the myths themselves, however, it is
important to distinguish between traditional and new mythology. This discrep-
ancy can be deduced from the world view implied in the last sentence of
the introductory thoughts, which highlights one essential difference between
classical myths (or myths according to the classical definition)® and modern
myths (constituting the realm of neomythology). By investigating the concept
of truth in ancient as well as more recent narratives, we may reach to a better
understanding of the role played by knowledge—the different forms of it
and those who master or lack it. While classical myths simply revealed the Truth
(through forms of knowledge transmitted by divine channels), newer myths
present an apologetic stance: they defend the truth, contesting academic science,
often using the methods of scientific argumentation. Itis not only the case that
science delimits itself from myth based on the opposition of rational and irra-
tional; contemporary mythical thinking also reflects on and dissociates itself
from conventional science. According to Agnes and Gabor Kapitany, the latter
attitude reflects a sense of crisis:

“One of the most typical reactions in times of crisis is a reurn to the
socio-cultural paradigm before (or outside of) the ways of thinking that
have been plunged into crisis. On the one hand, in order to revitalise the
tired socio-cultural system through fertilising, ‘extra-systemic’ effects,
and on the other hand, by recognising that the system is becoming
discontinuous in the way it is, this inevitably brings with it a question-
ing of its fundamental premises. If the dominance of rational-scientific
thinking has rendered mythological thinking obsolete, in a crisis situa-
tion it is precisely this other approach that is being brought to the fore,
calling into question and invalidating the previous judgement of ration-
al-scientific thinking that had downgraded mythological thinking”*!"

The opportunity to create new myths is offered by gaps in knowledge and the
need to find a cohetrent deeper universal explanation.'! These gaps are caused
either by a lack of information or by lack of understanding, both leading to
the rejection of traditional, conventional views."”

Kapitany and Kapitany also call attention to the fact that these new
myths are expressions of a crisis of identity" (on both an individual and
societal level). If we take into account that the narratives at the core of
our investigation are concerned with the past (more precisely the ethno-
genesis) of the Hungarians—and their future fate—then we may assume
that they are representations of a crisis of national identity in the context
of the recent major global and geopolitical paradigm changes. The central
issue of Truth in the case of new national mythology is history. The Greek
scholar Toannis Xidakis stresses that in new myths, conventional science
is either dismissed as being incapable of providing answers or regarded as
hostile, and conventional knowledge of history is rejected as being indif-
ferent,' from which follows an urge to question and reformulate history,
based on a perceived “freedom”
to rewrite it and to adapt it to their own world view.

World view brings in another question: that of conviction. Myths,
including new myths, are not only narratives; in order to function as valid

to interpret it from the very beginning,

215

world explanations and models for life, they require faith. A long line
of social and human scientists from Malinowski, and Durkheim, Weber,
Frazer, Boas, Turner, Van Gennep, Cassirer, Lévi-Strauss, Eliade, Kerényi,
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Kirk, and Geertz, to Jung or Durand (to name only some of them) have
shown the strong interconnections and interdependencies between myth
and religion. On the other hand, modern secularisation, the disenchant-
ment of the world going hand in hand with the hegemony of science has
brought in the need for scientific plausibility. Scholars like Wouter Hane-
graaff and Christopher Partridge discuss the scientific nature of modern
occultism—the contemporary myths and religions appearing in scientific
disguise, as alternative or fringe sciences.'® New mythologies and New
Age spirituality are characterised by this ambivalence in the foundation
of their world views. Based on the idea of “cosmotheism” elaborated by
Stelios Papalexandropoulos,'” Toannis Xidakis states that due to the secu-
larisation of the divine, and its identification and restriction to the realm
of the physical world, in the diffused religiosity of neomythology, expres-
sions of secular elements, supernatural heroes, extra-terrestrial creatures
(angels, gods, space beings, etc.), discussions about the existence of other
dimensions, a higher form of the self, their powers, and the magical and
supernatural appearance of these beings and situations undergo “scienti-
fication.” In other words, they are explained in logical, “scientific” terms,
and they always identify with physical space and its elements.'®
Discussing the investigated narratives as “new national mytholo-
gies”—beyond the simple fact that they do not belong to the complex of
the ancient heritage of the Hungarian culture, and in their present forms
they are definitely rather recent creations constituting modern myths'—is
precisely what is referred to in this process of “scientification.” Keeping
in mind the characteristics described above by Xidakis, as we will see,
the referred narratives—showing aspects of both religiosity and scientific

ambition—converge into a “cosmotheistic”?!

neomythology.

We may best understand the newest developments emerging in the
mythical narratives concerning the past and future of the nation within
the framework of the mentioned “cosmotheism.” However disparate,
unrelated, or even contradictory and mutually exclusive the motives and
topics of these myths may seem, they ultimately assemble into loose clus-
ters and nebulae revolving around the mystical idea of the nation. They
form a magical, yet rationally, scientifically explainable universe, in which
every little aspect elevates the Hungarians to a cosmic importance, both
as regards their ethnogenesis (with ancestors coming from the stars) and
their eschatologic role in the future (with leaders returning from distant
astral spheres to guide humanity). Altogether, we can witness the emer-

gence of a “cosmic religion.”

Cosmie Religion?
The idea of “cosmic” has been appearing with increasing frequency in reli-
glous or spiritual contexts, as we could see in the case of Papalexandropoulos’
“cosmotheism,” but we can encounter it in other contemporary expressions
such as “Cosmicism,”** “Russian Cosmism,”* “Cosmic Visions,”* “Cosmic
Consciousness,” and even the term “Cosmic Religion”” by none other than
Albert Finstein. The fascination with the Cosmos seems to have re-penetrated
the religious mind from the realm of the advancing scientific interest of
modern times.”’

Before presenting a general picture of the Hungarian national neomy-
thologies, we should take a moment and explain the concept of “Cosmic
religion.” I have chosen this expression to refer to the growing number

Laszlo-Attila Hubbes

16

See Wouter Hanegraaff, New Age Religion and Western
Culture: Esotericism in the Mirror of Secular Thonght
(Leiden: Brill, 1996); Wouter Hanegraaff, Esotericism
and the Academy: Rejected Knowledge in Western Culture
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2012);
Christopher Partridge, The Re-Enchantment of the West.
Alternative Spiritualities, Sacralization, Popular Culture, and
Occnlture, 2 vols. (London: T&T Clark International,
2004-2005). Also see Irving Hexham and Karla
Poewe, New Religions as Global Cultures: Making the
Human Sacred (Colorado: Westview Press, 1997).

17
Stelios Papalexandropoulos, “Ne’oc Emoy n: H
Bonoxetohoy n tawtdémTo evoe uv nuatog (8
“vtepo pepog),” part 2 (New Age: The religious iden-
tity of a movement), Exodos 1992, 7: 41-61, referred
to by Xidakis, “Neomythology,” 10.

18
Xidakis, “Neomythology,” 10.

19
In defining a classification of the myths encountered
today, Agnes and Gibor Kapitany distinguish four
myth types: 1. ancient myths living on unchanged; 2.
ancient myths surviving in a modified form (which can
already be regarded a modernised myth); 3. analogies
of ancient myths taking on a new form (undeniably
modern myths, which are related in many aspects
with older myths); and 4. entirely newly created
modern myths (most specifically, the anti-modern

myths, created as—essentially negative—answers to
modernity). See Agnes Kapitany and Gabor Kapitany,
“A modern mitolégiak szemiotikajihoz,” ([Contribu-
tions] To the semiotics of modern mythologies) in
Mar a nilt sem a régi . . . Az 1j magyar mitoldgia multidiszci-
Plindris elemzése, ed. Laszl6 Hubees and IstvanPovedak
(Szeged: MAKAT—MoMiMd, 2015), 39-60, 41-43.
The narratives of the Hungarian national neomy-
thology, though bearing some characteristics of
the second type, sometimes even emphasising their
authentic ancient nature, belong exclusively to the last
category of entirely newly created modern myths.

20
Xidakis, “Neomythology.”

21
Papalexandropoulos, “Ne’« Enoy 1.

22
See the arguments related to the Cosmicism of H.
P. Lovecraft’s Chthulhu universe in Brian Johnson,
“Prehistories of posthumanism: Cosmic indifferent-
ism, alien genesis, and ecology from H. P. Lovecraft
to Ridley Scott,” in The Age of Lovecraft, ed. Carl H.
Sederholm and Jeffrey Andrew Weinstock, (Minne-
apolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2016), 97-116.

23
See Baasabjav Terbish, “Russian Cosmism: Alien visi-
tations and cosmic energies in contemporary Russia,”
Modern Asian S tudies 54, no. 3 (2020): 759-94, https://
doi.org/10.1017/50026749X17001123.

24
See Albert A. Hartison, Starstruck: Cosmic Visions in
Science, Religion, and Folklore (New York: Berghahn
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Books, 2007).

25
See Camille Paglia, “Cults and cosmic consciousness:
Religious vision in the American 1960s,” Arion: A
Journal of Humanities and the Classies 10, no. 3 (2003):
57-111.

26
Albert Einstein, Einstein on Cosmic Religion, and Other
Opinions and Aphorisms, with an appraisal by George
Bernard Shaw (Mineola, NY: Dover Publications,
2009 [first published 1934]).

27

Although an essential question, it would far exceed
the scope and limits of present article to take a deeper
inventory and interpret the “cosmic” in modern relig-
iosity. Harrison’s work referred to eatlier: Starstruck
is dedicated to such an endeavour in an American
context. Also see Andrew Fergus Wilson, “Postcards
from the cosmos: Cosmic spaces in alternative religion
and conspiracy theories,” The Journal of Astrosociology 2
(2017): 133—49.

28
Robert Pearson Flaherty, “Extraterrestrial/ UFO
Religion,” in Critical Dictionary of Apocabyptic and
Millenarian Movements, ed. James Crossley and Alastair
Lockhart, accessed 15th January 2021, www.cdamm.

org/articles/extraterrestrial.

29
Einstein, Cosmic religion, 54-55.

30
A thorough, though controversial overview of these
ancient astral and solar myths is offered by Giorgio
de Santillana and Hertha von Dechend, Hamzlet’s Mill:
An Essay Investigating the Origins of Human Knowledge and
Its Transmission Through Myth (Boston: Gambit, 1969).

31
See Paul von Ward, Weve Never Been Alone: A History of
Extraterrestrial Intervention (Hampton: Roads Publish-
ing, 2011).

32
Johnson, “Prehistories”; also see M. V. Lakshmi
Reddy, “ ‘Cosmicism’ the true eternal theism: Realis-
ing the supreme cosmic reality through basic cosmic
education for global adults,” Indian Journal of Adult
Education 76, no. 4 (2015): 15-32.
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of extraterrestrial elements in such new mythic narratives: ancient aliens
from the stars, palacoastronautics or palaeocontacts, “transformation” of
ancient deities and angelic or demonic entities into extraterrestrial visitors,
reinterpretation of historical personalities as aliens, the occult, hermetic
and New Age conceptions about astral planes, UFO beliefs, conspiracy
theories about flying saucer accidents that have been kept secret, hidden
lunar bases and shapeshifter reptilians, reports of close encounters and
physical or oniric raptures, visits to highly advanced extraterrestrial civili-
sations on distant planets, millennial or apocalyptic convictions concern-
ing galactic saviours and cosmic guardians, and similar contemporary ideas
from the frontiers of the fantastic.

It is also important to point out that these ideas do not emerge out of
the blue: they are organically both the results of and inspirations for the
Cosmic Age dawning over the course of the last century—rocket science,
space explorations, lunar expeditions and Martian probes, prospects of
interplanetary travel, the SETI programme hunting for radio signals from
light years away, and the Pioneer and Voyager plaques sent as messages to
possible extraterrestrial intelligent life forms. We should also not forget the
vast number of science fiction stories, growing on the foundation of the
equally modern myth of human progress. Additionally, we should stress
the religious or mythic nature of these topics. On the one hand, although
they are often presented as archaeological and astronomical discoveries,
sometimes even elaborated in the form of scientific theses, they cannot
break out from the realm of parascientific theories and personal convic-
tions. Spiritual world views count more heavily than the verifiability of
facts and the strict methodologies of scientific research. On the other
hand, however science fiction deals with these same topics and narratives,
the creators of those universes consciously remain in the realm of fantasy,
without claiming the status of reality for their works. Nevertheless, one
should acknowledge the reciprocal impact between science fiction and
cosmic mythologies. What differentiates them is in the case of the latter,
is the firm belief in the various narratives about cosmic aliens and most
often also attitudes, actions, and even rituals expressing or supporting
those beliefs.”

As alast differentiation, I would like to distinguish the present notion
of “Cosmic religion” from other similar concepts. In the first place, I have
to dissociate it from Albert Einstein’s conception of “cosmic religious
sense,” which he proposes as a third phase of religiosity after the “reli-
gion of fear” and “social-moral religion,” identifying it as the strongest
and noblest driving force behind scientific research.”” Cosmic sense and
cosmic elements, however, have always been part of traditional mytholo-
gies too, forming the foundations of religions with an astrological substra-
tum: personified stars, planets, and other celestial bodies or cosmic beings
originating from the heavenly spheres play essential roles in the classical
astral myths and religious cosmologies of ancient peoples all around the
wotld.”” The contemporary narratives of cosmic beings rely much more
on modern knowledge (even when denying or dismissing sciences) and
modern imagination (especially science fiction), and they usually reinter-
pret old myths, legends, and history as the interventions of extraterres-
trial beings.”!

Our term “Cosmic religion” should be distinguished also from “Cosm-
icism” or “cosmic indifferentism,” the literary philosophy expressed by H.
P. Lovecraft in his fictional Chthulhu universe,” a kind of non-religious
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existential nihilism on a cosmic scale, where the emphasis is laid on the
insignificance or meaninglessness of humanity related to the vastness of
cosmos and related to the terrible creatures populating it.

A distinction should be made from the spiritual-ideological philos-
ophy of Russian “Cosmism” as well, representing the opposite attitude:
that of human bravery in conquering the cosmos, which—based on the
ideas of Konstantin Tsiolkovsky, Alexander Bogdanov, and other Russian
scientists—envisaged human expansion beyond the atmosphere of the
Earth in the near future and believed this expansion would entail a radical
transformation in human consciousness and in relations between human-
ity and the universe.” Several ideas from Russian Cosmism have infiltrated
also into the new national mythologies.

A short inventory of myths

“The ancient Mesopotamian, Egyptian, and Mayan traditions all
mention the Sirius connection, that their first kings came to Farth
from here. Taking this further, the idea emerged in Hungary that
Hungarians also have something to do with the brightest star in
the sky. The Sirian origin of the ancient river cultures, specifically
of the Sumerians, was first proclaimed by an American spiritual
writer, Zecharia Sitchin, whose ideas were later accepted by
others. This indeed has real grounds in religious history: according
to Mesopotamian myths, the first kings came to Earth from a
planet of a distant star. The entire Sirius cult seems to be part
of a common ancestral tradition. And given that this common
‘Sirius-centric’ world view is found mainly in the ancient river
civilisations, and since there are numerous indications that the
latter are related to Hungarians in origin and language, it can be
concluded that the mythical ancestral kings of the Middle East

who came from Sitius are also the ancestors of the Hungarians.””**

This is the introduction of the first of a series of articles published in the
fourth special issue dedicated to “20,000 years of Hungarian history” of the
Hungarian popular tabloid Hibetetlen! Magazin (Unbelievable! Magazine).” It
beautifully sums up the essential changes that characterise many present-day
Hungarian ethnogenesis myths. The titles of articles, chapters, and subchapters
in this series speak for themselves; to highlight just some of them: “Ancient
kings from Sirius: The cradle of Turanian civilisation?”,;** “Rulers on thunder-
ing ships,” “Hunor and Magyar, the Sirius-twins?”, “Are we descendants of
amphibian beings?”, “Extraterrestrial ancestral kings of Atlantis,” “Venusians
on Farth”; “Taltos-training in another dimension,” “The shepherd boy and the
luminescent alien”; “Secrets of the Sumerian king lists: The heavenly ances-
tors of the Arpad dynasty;” “Etana, the first astronaut?”, “The peoples of the
Chineai planet (Hungarians, Japanese, Chinese, and Ainu).” This is only a frag-
mentary selection from a single series of articles in a single issue of the Unbe-
lievable! Magazine. With a very summary review, the list can be completed from
the four additional article series in the same publication (“Nimrod’s sky-scrap-
ing throne-tower,” “Nimrod transformed into dragon”), and titles of chapters
or articles from four other issues: “Our Cosmic origins” “The ancestors of
Hungarians arrived on Farth with thundering, shining ships,” “Did we arrive
on Earth from Sirius?”, “There’s along way to Earth: The legend of our astral
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sian Studies Library 11 (Leiden: Brill, 2019), 23258,
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no. 1-2 (2013): 25-44, https://doi.org/10.1080/1477
7622.2013.801719.
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than 53K subscribers, the Facebook profile of the
magazine (accessed 3rd April 2023, https://www.

facebook.com/HihetetlenMagazin) has over 117K

followers, while the seven talk-show video versions
of the printed special issues (each around one hour)
have reached between 10,000 and 93,000 views each.
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Media in Journalism: Conference Proceedings, ed. Ruxandra
Boicu, Georgeta Drula and Luminita Rogca (Bucuresti:
Editura Universitatii din Bucuresti, 2011), 181-206.
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origin,” ““We are the survivors of the previous humanity: Thundering, shining
heavenly ships,” “Our ancestral land, Atlantis,” “The legend of the miracu-
lous hind: Herald of another dimension?”, “Disguised aliens,” “The truth of
the Arvisuras,” “Giant monsters or cosmic wartiors? The mysterious Gog
and Magog,” “Apocalyptic purgatory,” “The round-headed people: (Amphib-
ian) Vegetarians versus meat eaters,” “The burning star and the destruction
of Mu,” “Teacher from under the sea,” “The speaking stones of the Holy
Crown: Mysterious transceiver device?” (first issue: 2012), “The alien gods of
the ancient Magyars,” “Fiery miracles, heavenly battles,” “Our holy relic (the
Holy Crown), a cosmic transceiver?” (second issue: 2013), “The cosmic reli-
gion of our ancestors,” “An army arriving on the path of stars” (third issue:
2015), and similar titles and topics, which are replete with (rhetorical) questions.
The listing could go on from Attila’s people in Tibet, the Uighurs and ancient
Huns in China and the Swiss Alps, the Himalayan Hungarian shamans, the
Scythian pharaohs of Egypt, Hungarians in the Bible, the ancient Hungarian
esoterism, with reincarnation, yoga, and chakra teachings, up to the Hungarian
Pilis-mountains (pyramids) as the heart chakra of the world.

One might say that taking into account the nature of the magazine: a
tabloid, it is obvious that such sensational, bombastic themes proliferate,
but still, they accurately reflect both the multicoloured mythology inhabit-
ing the popular imagination and the avid hunger of the public” for these
narratives. On the other hand, the magazine only concentrates the mythic
material of hundreds of publications and dozens of websites already inun-
dating the Hungarian media market over the last three decades, building
up a new, more up-to-date mythology that meets the needs and interest
of a contemporary audience.

In order to understand the nature of this change it is necessary to
point to the previous, more traditional modern mythic paradigms concern-
ing early Hungarian history. While in the medieval chronicles and folk
tradition Hungarians were linked generally with the Scythian, Hunnic,
and Turkic tribes, during the late eighteenth and the nineteenth centuries
there were efforts to reconstruct a presumably lost national mythology,
and in parallel, joining in the European scientific developments, scholarly
research worked on the historical, ethnographic, and linguistic investiga-
tion of the origins and affiliation of the Hungarian language and people.
Studying language patterns and elements, prominent linguists of the era
(Jozsef Budenz, Pal Hunfalvy) demonstrated the similarities between
Hungarian and Finnish, Estonian, Mordvin, Mansi, Khanti, Mari, Lapp,
and Samoyed (labelled together as Finno-Ugric or Uralic) languages, while
others (Armin Vambéry, Gabor Balint Szentkatolnai) discovered affinities
with Asian (Turkic, Caucasian) languages. Towards the end of the nine-
teenth century the scientific rational methodologies, paired by nationalistic
fervour, led to heavy linguistic-historical debates known as the academic
“Ugric-Turkic War,” following which the official academic doctrines defin-
itively rejected the theory of Scythian-Hun-Turkic-Hungarian continuity.®
This standpoint left many adepts of this latter view deeply frustrated and
(in the extra-academic circles) led to the consolidation of a partly scientific,
partly mythic counter-discourse: the rather political Turanisn”® movement.

While the romantic ideology of Turanism: the brotherhood of Tura-
nian nations (Turkic, Mongolian, even—in the case of pan-Turanism—
Finnic, Uralic, and Japanese peoples) appeared already in the nineteenth
century, the Hungarian Turanism rose to major political influence in the
first half of the twentieth century.® It was the vessel and expression of
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a newly unfolding, modern national mythology, in which the Hungari-
ans, descendants and brothers of the ancient nomadic steppe cultures
of Central Asia, appear in idealised, heroic colours as a powerful warrior
nation of colonisers conquering medieval Europe.

Aside Turanism, there was a lesser, but still influential trend in the
interbellum period that followed James Churchward’s diffusionist works
on the mysterious proto-culture of the lost continent of Mu.*' Some
authors, like Jézsef Cserép and Jend Csicsaki, chose instead of or beside
the Turanian Turkic people none less honourable ancestors: the ancient
Mayans of America, who were descendants of the peoples of the lost
continents of Atlantis, Mu, or Lemuria.*

Although the mythic under-layer of Turanism (and “Lemurianism”)
already contained ideas of racial superiority and primacy together with
elements of esoteric mysticism, the next phase of new national “proto-
% mythology evolved in the post-Second World War period,
mainly in the Western Hungarian dissident circles. Authors like the émigré
Ferenc Badiny J6s, Tibor Barath, Ida Bobula, and Viktor Padanyi have
proposed a Sumerian and Parthian ancestry for Hungarians. This Sumeri-
anism evolved to engulf almost all anti-Finno-Ugric trends. Beyond that,

chronistic

many such works represent genuine protochronistic ideas of Hungar-
ian primacy in every aspect of civilisation: the first proto-language, from
which all other languages evolved, the invention of writing, the invention
of horse-riding, the idea of geographical first presence and continuity in
the Carpathian-Danubian area, and also of being the high proto-culture
—contemporary or related to the Atlanteans, Lemurians, or Hyperboreans—
from which other nations diverged and degenerated from it.* This mythology
involved a strong aspect of religiosity ranging from the Scythian pre-Christian
Christianity and Parthian provenance of Jesus through Manichaean
light-Gnosticism to astral Shamanism, all contributing to the formation of
various contemporary Christian-Pagan syncretisms and Hungarian Ethnop-
agan movements.*

In the second half of the past century, and especially towards the turn
of the millennium, new developments emerged in Hungarian national
neomythologies. Extraterrestrial beings started to appear ever more often
as ethnic ancestors, watching guardians, and future cosmic redeemers. In
some cases, pre-human deities, other-worldly spirits, and totemic heroes
of earlier classical ethnogenesis myths gradually turn into extraterrestrial
aliens, and so do certain prospective messianic figures from newer narra-
tives.* These changes, however, do not take place as independent phenom-
ena. They reflect and adapt to contemporary global mythopoeic processes.
In the narratives we have investigated, new national mythologies merge
with internationally circulating contemporary stories of ancient aliens. In
the most recent developments, the extraterrestrial beings appearing in new
ethnic myths of prehistory or future national destiny may take up apoc-
alyptic or millennial aspects. Considering the rampant presence of such
topics both in print and online, the influence of global (and local) subcul-
tural tabloid media on emergent national mythologies seems incontestable.

One of the most distinctive myths, and the earliest one showing
such influences, is Zoltan Paal’s Arvisura,'” which not only brings together
prehistoric ethnogenesis with deities of Siberian-Ugrian mythology and
ancient extraterrestrial astronauts from the Sirius, but also tells of multiple
apocalyptic global cataclysms in the distant past that annihilated Atlan-
tis and Ataisz continents.*® Most of the newer mythic discourses stem
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from the Arvisura, while some are more restrained, mirroring only certain
aspects of this highly colourful mosaic.

Other myths, like those presented in the multimedia tabloid Hibete-
tlen! Magazin cited earlier, produce uncountable disparate narratives linking
together all the elements mentioned within the framework of a unifying
mentality, further reverberating in dedicated open academies,” video chan-

nels,” websites,”" blogs,” and social media networks and forums.”

Contexct: occult legacies and the cultic milien
Considering that these variations in the new national mythologies do not
emerge as independent, unrelated phenomena, it is important to understand
the wider cultural-spiritual context. Why and how can alternative history meet
mysticism, the occult sciences (pseudosciences), and esotericism? It is also
essential to see how these unconventional belief systems reach the confluence
of more contemporary mentalities, movements, or trending ideas of New Age
spirituality and UFO lore.

Nationalism, as a secular supplicant (and auxiliary) for the earlier reli-
gious world views urged many of its adherents towards the sacralisation
of the nation itself, already in the nineteenth century.** In this process, the
search for the mythic origins—other than those revealed by the scientific
explanations of history, linguistics, ethnology, or anthropology—became
of utmost importance in the restitution of transcendence (and thus the
dignity and glory) to a nation, usually subject to severe crises throughout
the turmoils of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Legendary and
mythic elements of ancient chronicles, inexact and arguable references to
historiographic works from antiquity came to the fore as (the only) writ-
ings really relevant for those interested in the mystic primacy and superi-
ority of their nation.

Esoteric mysticism, theosophy, neo-gnosticism, and occult cosmic
astrology as counter-currents™ of scientific positivism over the last two
centuries came to aid in the construction of the mythic nation, bringing
in ideas of great astrological world cycles, cultural predestination, or racial
supetiority.” The “discovery” of mysterious lost continents® and civilisa-
tions gave a new impetus to the imaginary prehistory. At the same time,
the recklessly imaginative theorising (and many lacunae) of early archae-
ology, geology, and (palaco)anthropology—drawing on trending ideas of
evolutionism, social Darwinism, diffusionism, and race biology—modern-
ised mythic thinking, channeling it towards scientifically more adapted
ways of research and argumentation. Scientifically elaborated discourse
made even the most fantastic mythic allegations more acceptable for the
sensitive contemporary public as well. By the first half of the twentieth
century Atlantis, Mu, and Lemuria, together with (Ultima) Thule, Hyper-
borea, Agartha, or Shambala were just as possible historical realities to be
reckoned with,*® as the hypothetical prehistoric empires and high cultures
of the Aryans, Pelasgians, and historical Sumerians, the Etruscans, and
the Celtic, Hunnic, Illyrian, or Scythian peoples—at least in the Western
popular mindset, but certainly in mystical nationalist circles.

Through the thirties and forties, the political sphere readily integrated
these mystical ideas into its ideologies. In countries where Fascist or Nation-
al-Socialist ideologies™ rose to political power or developed into authot-
itarian regimes, mythic prehistory and anthropology was consecrated as
quasi-official science. The occult myths of prehistory also fuelled other
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nationalistic ideologies of pan-Germanism, Aryanism, Nordicism, Celti-
cism, and even pan-Slavism, together with an enthusiastic return towards
Heathenism. Similar racial, or equivalent ethnocentric, views converged
with occult esoteric ideas in Central, Eastern European, and Balkan coun-
tries to develop into state-supported Protochronism,” as expressions of
the “resentment nationalism” of minor nations.

In later decades, New Age spirituality in the West and wide inter-
est in para-sciences in the Soviet Union® and its Eastern European area
of influence led to an even wider acceptance of beliefs in paranormal
phenomena, alternative prehistoric speculations (pseudo-history), and
palaco-astronautics.”” More recently, UFO lore and beliefs in extraterres-
trial contact have spread in popular culture, a process that made its impact
on the formation of the new national mythologies as well.”> While in the
first phase ethnogenesis histories started being linked with lost continents,
legendary prehistoric high civilisations, or mysteriously vanished previ-
ous humanities, later, in the second half of the last century® (and more
prominently in the past decades), these myths gradually grew connected
to accounts of ancient visitors from the stars as founders and teachers of
the distant ancestors.”

However, these ancient mysteries replete with prehistoric aliens are
only one aspect of several new national mythologies. Another equally
essential aspect is the appearance of extraterrestrial agents or messen-
gers in the myths concerning some utopian, messianic, or eschatologic
% In order to reach this side of the national neomythology, we have
to approach similarly widespread contemporary phenomena of a rather

future.

more religious nature.

New Age spirituality and Cosmism, together with esoterism, already
represent the re-emergence of religiosity in the context of the modern
secularised world. Together they contribute to what is called in contem-
porary social theory “the cultic milieu”—or as others term it, “Occul-
ture,”® “Conspirituality”®

religious beliefs, scientific information, para-scientific interests, occult

—a quasi-religious environment in which

esoterism, and conspiracy mentality form a plastic, ever-changing, and
ever-adapting bricolage world view. A basic feature is that its adepts sense
their own wotld view as “forbidden”” or “stigmatised knowledge””" and
adopt a paranoid apologetic attitude towards/against all other discourses
of modernity, which is important, because new national mythologies inter-
act with (are actually part of) this cultic milieu on multiple levels, most
often along religious lines.

Nationalism in its form of civil religion™ also plays an important part
in this process, and as countless studies have shown,” national ot ethnic
identity is strengthened with new forms of religiosity—including neopa-
ganism, especially ethno-paganism.” Further on, through the rediscovery
and revitalisation of pre-Christian heathen traditions as well as the repa-
ganisation of the central elements of Christianity, Christian-Neopagan
syncretism” forms an organic background for new national mythologies.”
On the one hand, key Christian figures—]Jesus, the Virgin Mary, and other
biblical personalities, like Enoch or Nimrod—go through a process of
ethnic re-mythologisation.”

On the other hand, under the influence of “UFOlkloristic” and pale-
oastronautic ideas ez vogue in popular culture since the sixties, many of
the central deities and figures of ancient and new religions are identi-
fied or linked with ancient aliens from the outer space.” In new national
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mythologies, the ancestral gods, heroes, and the already “ethnicised”
Christian figures sometimes grow connected with extraterrestrial beings
and civilisations.”

These syncretic, ethnicised, and “a/en-ised” elements of new national
mythologies merge with already extant apocalyptic ideas of electedness,
messianism, millennium, and eschatology—deriving mostly from the
Judaeo-Christian traditions. However, the blending of nationalistic and
apocalyptic or millennial ideas is not a new phenomenon, because it has
been present since the first phase of modern national mythologies.” The
novelty consists in the fact that the mystical and mythic origins of a nation
linked to a lost continent, a prehistoric civilisation, a race of demigods,
or a sacred bloodline of heavenly kings and heroes was (and still is) often
bound on the one hand with a messianic sense of mission to fulfil and rule
a Millennial Kingdom on Earth, and on the other hand, with an apocalyptic
anxiety of being threatened existentially by united occult, worldly forces—
both rooted in convictions of exclusivism, primacy, and supremacy.

The overt or latent apocalypticism represents a specific dimension
of the cultic milieu: the contemporary “apocalyptic milieu”—a rich envi-
ronment of anxiety and of “readiness [. . .] to hope for profound, indeed
cataclysmic, change,”' but also of firm convictions that such cataclysmic
changes took place in the prehistoric distant past, annihilating previous
worlds, humanities, or civilisations and leading to the birth of the ancestral
culture as an elect nation. This milieu converges with an eclectic system of
beliefs that Michael Barkun calls “improvisational millennialism,” a brico-
lage of (seemingly) “undisciplined borrowings from unrelated sources,”™
nevertheless with the tendency towards becoming a new kind of reli-
gious millennialism in which biblical traditions are reinterpreted and/or
replaced by elements of legendary-historical motives constructed into a
new national mythology. It might be called ethnic or national millenni-
alism, resembling the system of creeds that fuelled the mystical millen-
nialism of the ideologies of National Socialism and Fascism of the past
century, or of today’s White Supremacy and the Aryan Nation movements,
in which the nation or the race has a sacred messianic mission to overcome
(even annihilate) the occult cabal of inferior peoples,*” and establish an
everlasting utopia of purity, order, and prosperity on Earth.

Still, in many contemporary new mythologies—including in the
Hungarian ones under examination here—these ideas present themselves
in a rather optimistic “progressive millennialism,”
the world and saving humanity from its present decay—in accordance with
the present New Age spirituality.” The emphasis in these narratives has
shifted from belligerence towards healing and renovation. A complemen-

78 is also present in several variants: accom-

with a focus on healing

tary “avertive apocalypticism
panied by anxieties of global corruption and even more by paranoid fears
concerning one’s own nation’s end, we can find promising prophecies
and guidance with regards to avoiding the impending doom. The apoca-
lyptic nature of these characteristics represents eschatologic, millennial,
messianic fears and hopes of contemporary crisis mentalities. They also
reflect identity crises on the level of nation and religion as well as a crisis
of a moral nature, where the values and ethos of the ethnos seem to offer
the only assurance and stability against the threat of the amoral dissolu-
tion of traditional values brought by the globalised world. Apocalyptic,
millennial aspects magnify this tension and lend it a transcendent, univer-
sal perspective.
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As a last development over the past decades, apocalyptic and millennial ideas
fused with alien myths®” and brought about fundamental transformations
in the new national mythologies. New myths of national ethnogenesis and
national eschatology acquired extratertestrial aspects:*® the prehistoric ances-
tors, deities, and teachers of the people, the founders of the mysterious high
civilisations that had perished with the lost continents before human memory,
just as the heavenly guardians, patrons, and saviours of the nation in the final
tribulations and fulfilment to come, often appear as visitors from the stars
or secret earthly co-residents of extraterrestrial origin. The benevolent and
malevolent aliens of popular culture,” tabloids, and social media have invaded
ethnic prehistory, the collective destiny, and the national future. Just like the
apocalyptic aspects, the extraterrestrial aspects too have the potential to lend
the new national mythologies cosmic significance and universal perspective.

Finally, the Internet and digital media, more generally, offer a prolific
field for the formation and propagation of these new national mythol-
ogies, a process in which the enthusiastic public is not only a passive
consumer and follower but to a similar extent an active creator and sharer
of these narratives,” which proliferate in an unprecedented variety, impos-
sible to encompass in their entirety.

Cosmic neomythologies
The Hungarian new national mythic universe is a complex, eclectic construc-
tion, abundant in fantastic elements. Since I presented in detail the main narra-
tives of this mythology eatlier elsewhere,” it will suffice now to summarise
them in a nutshell, only highlighting the specific extraterrestrial and apocalyptic
topics and motives to be discussed in this investigation.

The diffuse new Hungarian mythology may be outlined as follows.
According to the more mainstream narratives, the Magyars as ancient
Turanic people” are descendants of the Sumerians, through the legacy line
of Parthians, Scythians, Attila’s Huns, and the Avars (and more generally,
the ancient Turkic peoples of the Eurasian steppe), while they are also
the undisrupted successors of the primeval neolithic population of the
Carpathian basin, the last bearers of the language, culture, and spirituality
of the first people of creation, being at the same time the progenitors of
all nations of the world.

Compared to these main narratives, in Zoltan Padl’s” Arvisura the
celestial ancestors (of greater knowledge and higher civilisation) of the
Hun-Magyar peoples came from Sirius—the realm of Lady Kaltes, a
companion planet of the Earth—as a group of Heavenly Ones led by
Anyabita goddess.”* Suffering an accident with their flying space chariot
on the ancient homeland of humanity: .A7isz, a continent in the middle
of the Pacific Ocean, they mixed with the earthlings and taught them
agriculture, giving them laws, wisdom, religion, and civilisation.” Here, on
Ataisz, a nation rose: the people of the Mag (Seed), the MAGyars,”
later colonised every continent over the course of the millennia before
the glaciation, settling in the Carpathian-basin (the Realn of Hot Waters)
as well.”” After the cataclysmic sinking of Azisg six thousand years ago
(5038 BCE), the remnant of the population took refuge in the long-estab-
lished Ataiszian colonies and built the well-known high civilisations of the
ancient wotld (China, Sumer, Egypt, India, Mexico, Peru, etc.).”

This line of the Arvisura mythology resonates with the Tamana-theory of
Bator Vamos-T6th,” who states that the Carpathian-basin was the cote of
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a pre-diluvial civilisation of humankind and that the proto-Hungarians were
the bearers of this culture, spreading it all over the wotld.'™ According to the
Tamana theory, this case is proven by the almost six thousand toponyms found
in 149 countries around the world, identical or consonant with the Magyar
place names in the Carpathian Basin—more than half of these place names
are outside the Eurasian continent: in Africa and the Americas, as well as
Oceania."”! Vamos-Toth’s Tamana theory does not imply cosmic alien ances-
tors; however, his maps and ideas of Hungarian place names around the Farth
are used to illustrate (and thus reinforce) the plausibility of Istvan Medgye-
si’s book about the Hungarians coming to this world from the mysterious
planet Chineai, as God’s chosen people, with three other peoples: the Japa-
nese, Chinese, and Ainu. Together with the Japanese, they kept wandering
for six thousand years, before embarking on their separate journeys through
Korea, lake Baikal, Yenisei river, Kamchatka, Bering-strait to Alaska, down
through the Americas until Paraguay, then back to Asia, and through Crimeea
into Pannonia to fulfil a genetic project ordered by God, the head-shaman
himself.'"”

Returning to Zoltan Paal’s narratives: long after the sinking of .A7aisz,
in 4040 BCE in the Far-Eastern land of Ordos (China), the alliance of 24
Hun tribes (the ancestors of the Magyars) was formed,'” and the more
than one thousand pages of the Arvisura tell the worldly and spiritual deeds
of these various nation-tribes. As the Arvisura grew into a sacred book for
several Ethnopagan groups and movements, different devoted commenta-
tors and exegetes updated its cosmic references to newer narratives about
ancient aliens from the stars (e.g,, from the Orion constellation).'” Tamas
Kozsdi, a prolific and popular writer, links the more traditional alternative
historical neomythology of the Sumerian origins (of Hungarians) with the
Huns described in the Arvisura arriving from the stars:

“We have to befriend the idea that we do not populate the universe
alone. There are almost 800 million |. . .] inhabited planets. Among
these, Earth occupies quite an honourable place, but far from
the best, and certainly not the only one! Here on Earth, school
textbooks begin with the Sumerians, who we know mastered such
an advanced writing and culture that even today we haven’t been
able to decipher their thousands of (clay) tablets with cuneiform
writing left to us [. . .] There’s no way the Sumerians originated
from monkeys, because a monkey cannot write in cuneiform
signs, especially not in (Hungarian) runic writing, Everybody can
see through and understand here the connection of the Sumerians
with the Hungarians and the highly advanced alien civilisations.
Our research has led us to (the conclusion that) there are Huns
living far away from Earth on another planet, in the Sirius star
system. We try to show as much as possible about these Huns,

our Hun brothers.”'%?

The Arvisura universe reverberates in several newer narratives connecting
extraterrestrial ancestors of ancient teacher-visitors to the primeval history
of Hungarians. The first to be mentioned is an influential amateur full-length
animation film on YouTube by Tibor Molnar: Az Fyg fiai (Sons of Heaven),'
which is partally based on the Arvisura (and partly on Imre Maté’s Yorengrit)."”
Although the video does not refer explicitly to extraterrestrials, the mythic
narrative itself is built upon the implicit premise (the Azzzszian origin) of
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Fig. 2. “Sons of Heaven,” capture from video (https:

www.youtube.com/watch?v=0DxV8bu5fro).

Magyars being the descendants of celestial forefathers of cosmic wisdom;
this idea is visually emphasised in the first four minutes of the video (Fig. 2).

Even more important, the Arvisura serves as the base of a strong
new religious movement:'” the Church of the Universe or the Holy Mother
Church of the Huns,'” even complete with a “university” called Huniver-
sitas,""" led by Gyorgy Kisfaludy, a “time-physicist” researcher and high
priest,'!!
theology (of Energy-Holy Spirit) are corroborated with quantum physics,

where mythological narratives of Azaiszian prehistory and gnostic

astrobiology, palaco-astronautics, and ufology. As the message from the
opening pages of the church state:

“We Huns came from the infinity and we are going to the infinity.
Our ancestors entrusted us with secrets that would make the
deepest oceans mere puddles and the highest mountain a molehill.
Look to the sky and you can always see the distance of the future,
where the infinite is. There we are, there are your brothers and
sisters who have not forgotten you, and everywhere you look you
see only God |. . .] 6,042 years ago,'"
Earth in a great wave, we already worshipped the same God that a

when our ancestors came to

large part of Hungarians (and the world) still worships today [. . .|
We have been Christians in the modern sense, much longer ago
than you were told or taught. We didn’t learn our faith on earth,
we brought it with us as other peoples did. [. . . we pave] the way
for a truly transformative revolution in science that can bring a
more liveable world for all. Our knowledge starts from ancient
foundations, but strives towards the infinite number of stars,
where we came from, and to which our hearts long to return. Let

us work together for a true European Hun people!”'"

Kisfaludy’s Church of the Universe is one of the best examples of the new
national myths turning into an institutionalised cosmic religion, in which
Neo-Pagan revivalism is mixed with popular ufology, fringe science, and
New Age beliefs, with the myths of .Azaiszian ancestors coming from the
Sitius and galactic Hun brotherhood presented in a semi-scientific style.'
A similar native faith movement is the “Ancient Hungarian Taltos Church”

Laszlo-Attila Hubbes
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Burope: Neo-Turanism in Hungary,” Ewurasian Geogra-
phy and Economics 53, no. 5 (2012): 596—614, https://
doi.org/10.2747/1539-7216.53.5.596.
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Szalavaré Tura. As an autodidact, Padl kept writing

his enormous oeuvre—exceeding a thousand pages—
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Finno-Ugric peoples and alternative history books
to the emerging theories of paleoastronautics, into a
monumental mythology, which he titled “Arvisura”
or “Truth-telling” encompassing 432 thousand years of
imaginary history of the Hungarians. This fantastic
mythopoetic work has grown into a founding myth for
several Hungarian neo-shaman, ethno-pagan groups,
with thousands of adepts. See Hubbes, “Ritual
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94
Paal, Arvisura, 35-46. The goddess Anyahita—as many
other deity names in the Arvisura—is a borrowing
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the ancient Armenian goddess of fertility and heal-
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“belief”).

95
Vég Csaba, “Az Arvisurik szellemisége” (The spirituality
of the Arvisuras), online article (personal website of the
author: vegesaba.weaveworld.org, 2012) accessed 7th
November 2023, https:

ba-az-arvisurak-szellemisege.html.
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“core,” “nucleus”) is one of the central, mostly
common teachings of new national myths of Hungar-
ians. More on this topic in Laszl6-Attila Hubbes,
“Rhetoric of healing in contemporary Hungarian
cthno-religious myths in Szeklerland, Transylvania,”
in ARGUMENTOR 4—MENS SANA: The Fourth
Argumentor Conference: Rethinking the Role of Emotions,
ed. Baké and Rozilia Klara (Oradea: Partium Press;
Debrecen: University Press, 2016), 131-42. Also,
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of the Virgin Mary in Post-Communist Eurgpe, ed. Tatiana
Zachar Podolinska, (Bratislava: Veda, 2019), 56-75.
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branching off from the previous church and led by Andras Kovacs(-Magyar),
a taltos healer using shamanic techniques and planetary vibrations, accord-
ing to whom Jesus (of Scythian-Hungarian origin) came from a constellation
called “Aquileia.”'"

Andras Magyar and his Taltos Church are the main propagators of
“the Hungarians’ most sacred site” around which another entire mythol-
ogy with cosmic references unfolds: the Pilis hills in Hungary, consid-
ered by believers the “Heart Chakra of the Earth.”''® We can understand
the connections between all the mythic elements referred to through an
argumentation drawn on a Hungarian esoteric website: “Jesus is natu-
rally connected with Sirius, as the Heart Chakra of the Galaxy (Sirius) is
connected to the Sun. The Sun (is connected) with the Pilis, and the Pilis
with us (Hungarians).”""" In the narratives and rituals surrounding the
Pilis hills, the central idea is that—beyond being a region full of ruins
of ancient Hungarian fortifications and also a centre of the Hungari-
an-founded order of Pauline Fathers''*—the three peaks of the range
are forgotten giant pyramids arranged in the order and orientation of the
three stars of the Orion belt,'"”
lines and miraculous healing powers.' In addition to these neomytholog-

and the place is also full of spiritual energy

ical aspects, the place has become richer with aliens lately: Attila Miklos,
an adept of the Arvisura universe and enthusiastic UFO-researcher, offers
an essential compendium to the formation of this emerging eclectic new
cosmic mythology in his book about the mystical history of Hun-Mag-
yars.”! He repeatedly refers to ufologist Ldszl6 T6th, according to whom
seven sarcophagi with reptilian mummies were found in a cave in the Pilis,
and takes this as evidence for the lizard-headed beings met by the Hungar-
ian kings during their visits to the Paulian monks.

Ancient pyramidal structures attributed to aliens were discovered in
Transylvania as well: Tivadar Czimbalmas, an ethnic Szekler-Hungarian
from Romania, spent years investigating of earth terrace formations called
“pallag” in Szeklerland region, which he considers vestiges of a prehistoric
culture originating from the stars.'” In his view, this mystetious “Pallag
culture” represents the descendants of aliens (Sons of the Sun) who
arrived on starships through “energy portals,” settling in the Carpathian
basin, and were the ancestors of the Szekler-Hungarians.

The presupposed pyramids of the Pilis-mountains, those in Tran-
sylvania and elsewhere in the Carpathian basin are often linked in the
Hungarian neomythology to the “Bosnian pyramids” (a cluster of natural
hills near the town Visoko, surrounded by a set of tunnels)'* as part of a
world-wide energy network. What makes these Bosnian pyramids and the
Ravne tunnels important for the Magyar neomythology is the fact that the
many signs belonging to the neolithic Vinca culture (the “Danube script”)
discovered in and around them have been identified by Hungarian palae-
ography enthusiasts as elements of the Szekler-Hungarian runic writing.'**
Moreover, theories emerged about the alien origins of both the pyramid
hills as transport structures corresponding to Nikola Tesla’s energy tech-
nology'* and the runic signs.'*

Further on, Hungarian runic writing, identified as the script of the
Arvisura, plays a central role in the famous Izsaky files, worthy of an
X-Files-like television series. In 1974, Laszl6 1zsaky (an ethnic Hungarian
from Romania), inspired by the golden plaques of NASA’s 1972 Pioneer 10
space probe and a subsequent UFO sighting in San Jose De Valderas in
Spain in 1973—thought to be an answer to the Pioneer’s message—drew a
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giant 7K shaped “calling sign” (contact message) on the ground in Transyl-
vania, in the Gutin mountains. According to the story, as expected, a UFO
landed on 7th June 1974 and Izsaky together with his friends received a
series of 86 gold plates from the alien beings. They had managed to copy
the symbols that were on the plates before the Securitate (the Romanian
Secret Police) confiscated them after a short combat and tortured Izsaky
and two other friends, forcing them into psychiatric asylum.'”” The case
was discussed in full detail by Zsuzsanna Perlaki, ufologist blogger and
investigative journalist, severely criticising the older generation of Hungar-
ian UFO citcles for not supporting Izsiky seriously.'® According to
rumours, Izsaky disappeared in 2004, perhaps taken to Sitius.' Ufologist
Géza Kisteleki links the golden plates of the Arvisura, hidden in the Ural
mountains (according to Zoltan Paal), with the extraterrestrial messages of
the Transylvanian golden plates presented and decoded by Laszl6 Izsdky."
According to Kisteleki, the signs on Izsaky’s golden plates correspond
to the Hungarian-Szekler runic script, revealing the Arvisuras of the Ural
golden plates, and represent the sacral geometry, the energy and symbol-
ism preserved in the mythologies of humanity and sacral memory of the
great cultures of old and the forgotten Hungarian past."!

Izsaky was not the only one waiting for or meeting visitors from
the stars. Klara Sindor, in her book about Hungarian neomythologies,'*
describes the case of a Transylvanian Hungarian woman: Gizella Bartha,
who had been visited by the Count of St. Germain, a present-day avatar
of an ancient Taltos king from a planet on the Sirius system (actually
“Enlil, the sixth son of Nimrod from Sirius”), and who dictated to her
the “other” Arvisuras (different from Zoltan Paal’s, nevertheless, also an
authentic scripture), the entire set of galactic teachings about the karmic
ways of the world from Atlantis to the present day and the mystical salva-
tion role of the Hungarians in the approaching dimension change cata-
clysm (the Apocalypse).'*

Such confluences of Hungarian myths, New Age spirituality, and
UFO beliefs are not uncommon. Anthropologist Judit Kis-Halas has
investigated a series of Hungarian web pages and online forums and
conducted several interviews with New Age believers and healers. In the
case of her two interlocutors, the angels to whom they prayed could be
identified as either benevolent or malevolent extra-terrestrial creatures,
involved in a galactic conspiracy."”* We can understand the relevance of
these beliefs for the cosmic religiousness of the new Hungarian mythol-
ogy if we take into account the observations summarised by Kis-Halas in
a set of four topics appearing in the discourses she investigated: “1. birth
of a ‘new world order’ and related apocalyptic predictions; 2. conspiracy
theories; 3. extra-terrestrials and UFOs; 4. the date and role of Hungarians
in the present and future order of the Universe.”'” Further examples of
such correlations between angels as aliens or higher energies and Hungar-
ian cosmic religious syncretism can be found in several new religious or
spiritual communities, such as the “Bolya-nest” and Prophet dénes’s char-
ismatic movement researched by Koppany-Laszl6 Csaji,"* or the count-
less online forums, blogs, and websites where adepts discuss and echo
teachings about past and present angelic or divine beings from the stars,
the Sirian origins and the mystic MAG (“Seed”) nature of the Magyars,"’
playing the healing role in humanity’s future destiny.'

In these latter discourses the Magyars (the “MAG people,” as referred
to above) are believed to bear a messianic, eschatological mission in the
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accessed 3rd April 2023, http:
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Hun testvéreink élete” (Alien civilisations and the life
of our extraterrestrial Hun brothers), Hun tirténelen,
(2002), accessed 3rd April 2023, http://www.geoci-
ties.ws/huntortenelem/01.html; and echoed further
on pages like Méréné Tokai, Kiss Liva’s “Misztikus
vonatkozasok és foldonkiviliekre torténd utaldsok
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webpage, accessed 3rd April 2023, http://www.geoc-
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salvation history of humanity. The healing role, however, is coupled with
an apocalyptic tone. It is expected that—as in the past, when Attila the
Hun was mandated and supported by heavenly (extraterrestrial) beings
to end the decayed Roman empite to save the world"”’~they will receive
celestial help from a returning mythic figure. This is a figure known from
the biblical traditions: King Nimrod—identified with Orion, the celes-
tial hunter, and with Meénrdt, the legendary forefather of Hungarians in
the ancient chronicles. In the fourth special issue of Hibetetlen! Magazin
dedicated to “20.000 years of Hungarian history,” there is an article that
discusses this topic:

“Many people believe that Hungarians have some special mission
in history. They refer to ancient prophecies, that in the distant
future, when the human world is threatened with annihilation, a
Turanian horse-riding archer people, the descendants of Nimrod
will prevent the apocalypse and restore the disturbed harmony
between Earth, man, and the Universe.”'*

Jozsef Kantor explains the cosmic role of Nimrod in the approaching

Apocalypse:

“The prophecy was known to the Babylonians that at the end
of time these seven tribes would reunite under the leadership of
the ‘reincarnated’ King Nimréd/Ménr6t [Nemroth]. Supposedly,
even the destroyed Tower itself will be rebuilt at that time |. . .]
It is said that the ‘Panther King’ built this tower in order to
confront a dark force from its top, that approached the Earth in
those ancient times. We don’t know exactly what or who it was,
because the already hazy mythological references are even more
vague than usual! All that can be inferred is that it was a powerful
demonic being, a kind of ‘Dark Lord” who was a fierce enemy
of humanity! The Eastern traditions roughly agree that Nimr6d/
Ménrét [Nemroth], as the ‘Sun Panther’—that is, the chosen
representative of the gods—took up the fight with the dark
power from the top of the Tower. He climbed onto his ‘heavenly
chariot” and ascended from the top floor into the stars, where he
shot an arrow from his magical bow at the demon king’s ‘Chariot
of Fire’ [..
question arises here: Could this legend preserve the memory of
a space war, and Nimrod’s Tower could have been not only an

observatory, but also a kind of space port?”!'*!

.| From the point of view of palaco-astronautics, the

Conclusions
The new Hungarian national mythology integrates elements of “‘cosmic reli-
gion”—ancient aliens, extraterrestrial ancestors, galactic saviours, and apoc-
alyptic motives—into their narratives, creating a bricolage of stories of
“improvisational”** ethnogenesis and ethno-eschatology—splintered, mosa-
ic-like, yet unitary universes. The neomythology adapts to the current global
ideas of the cultic milieu, trends of conspirituality, adopting alien beings,
cosmic entities from New Age spirituality, UFO culture and popular media,
weaving them into their own older, classical mythic stories.

The differences between the Hungarian national cosmic
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neomythologies examined here, on the one hand, and the more classical
national mythic narratives, as well as the canonical historical and linguistic
theses sustained by the academical science, on the other, originate from
the influences of the worldwide trends in alternative history, para-sciences,
ufology, palaco-astronautics, New Age ideas, and contemporary conspir-
atorial thinking, but also from scientific frontiers and cosmic age enthusi-
asm—all adapted to the Hungarian context. The Hungarian Kaltes Asszony
(Lady Kaltes), goddess Anyahita, and Ata-1zisz tather-god of the Arvisura
mythology are alien ancestors from Jo/i-tgrem, the Sirius system from the
Canis Maior constellation, who landed on the mythical .47z continent,
giving rise to the forefathers of Hungarians to a global, colonising, and
civilising culture. As regards the present and the future, again, this mythic
universe is centred on the messianic eschatologic mission to save mankind,
deriving from the protochronic primacy and moral, spiritual superiority
of the nation over all the other ethnic groups, cultures, civilisations. The
new Hungarian cosmic myths state that the AMLAGyar nation (the “Seed”
people) has a divine (cosmic) mission to regenerate humanity from its
ruins, however, not before the ancient king Nimrod returns from the stars
to eradicate the depravity and corruption of the contemporary world (as
in another narrative, king Attila should have done with ancient Rome, a
task at which he failed'®).

The authors and believers of new national mythologies integrate
and “re-ethnicise” alien and apocalyptic elements from the contemporary
global cultic milieu and New Age popular culture to endow the Hungar-
ian nation with sacredness, giving it a cosmic significance. They often do
so taking on the risk of being ridiculed and harshly criticised not only
by the representatives of academic science or mainstream churches, but
even by their fellow, more traditional Turanist or Sumerologist compatri-
ots. We may ask: Why? Multiple answers present themselves. The same
processes and similar cosmic mythologies develop and unfold in the neigh-
bouring nations (most often directed against each other),'* in a Girardian
sense of mimetic rivalry.'* There is a growing general public resentment
and distrust'* towards both academic science and the official churches
(together with an aversion towards the political and economic estab-
lishment—again, in the entirety of Central, Eastern, and South-Eastern
Europe, but also worldwide). Both phenomena point to further, deeper
explanations: academic science and official churches are seen as servants
of foreign interests, either of inimical nations, and/or of greater regional
or global powers. In the case of new Hungarian national mythologies and
cosmic religiousness, historical sciences are felt as dominated by occult
Western (or Eastern) forces (Austrian, Soviet, Anglo-Saxon), Christianity
is considered too Jewish and/or too Roman (ruled and distorted by Jews,
the Vatican, or even America) and in no way authentic and serving the real
interests of the nation. Finally, in the eyes of the adherents of national
neomythology, modern historical sciences and the universalist message
and nature of Christianity (together with secularisation) deprive the nation
of its most essential value: sacrality. Re-mythologisation, with all its means,
serves exactly this purpose: to restore the lost sacred nature of the history,
destiny, and raison d’étre of the ethnic community.

As Robert Szics, the editor-in-chief of the Hibetetlen! Magazin, puts
it in the foreword of the first special issue dedicated to “20.000 years of
Hungarian history,” explaining the reason for compiling the compendium
of Hungarian neomythology:
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